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Music Systems 3A
Dr. Brian Ciach
Inclusion Initiative Project
(Final Collaborative Composition Project)
First draft due Thursday, Nov 18, 5PM, Final draft due Thursday, Dec 2, 5PM
Video performance due Thursday, Dec 9, 5PM
Musical Score: 80 points
Video Recording: 20 points
•

Write a piece for 4-part chorale using text related to Social Justice and Racial Equity.

For example, set the words of a speech by John Lewis to music or depict the noble
character
of MLK Jr. in music. You may alternatively write a solo piano piece, a work
for piano and
solo instrument, and/or other chamber ensemble (no more than 4
instruments please—which instruments are in your group?). The hard rule is that the work
must be collaborative and inspired by
our times from some other art form, and it must explicitly depict
its source.
• This is a collaborative project, which means you will be working with one, two, or three
other class composers (no less than 2 and no more than 4 per group, please), and all
members will hold each other responsible for fulfilling their distinct composer role of the
work.
For example, you may compose the work in three sections, with each person
completing one
section (be sure to aim for an overall cohesiveness of style—listen to
what your colleague has done before you and match it), or you may focus on the upper
parts while your composer colleague focuses on the lower parts, etc. Everyone must
compose. However you wish to
work is up to you; discuss and choose your unique paths.
(Bonus points: You may additionally
consider recruiting a student dancer to dance with
your music for your video or recruit a
student painter, sculptor, etc.)
• The work should be less than 5 minutes and more than 2 minutes in length, engraved on
a music notation software—I recommend Flat music notation software, because it is
collaborative.
Incorporate at least three of the following chromatic harmony features:
1. a Neapolitan Chord
2. Modal Mixture
3. an Augmented Sixth Chord
4. a Common Tone Diminished-Seventh Chord

5.
6.

Augmented Dominant
Dominant 9th, 11th, or 13th (sub 6)
[3 special chords = 30 points]

• You must also include one of the following modulation types:
1. Modulation to closely-related key using one of the five modulation approaches
(Common Chord, Altered Chord as Common Chord, Sequential, Common
Tone, Direct)
2. Modulation to a remote key using Modal Mixture, V7 becomes Ger+6th or a
vii˚7 “gateway chord”. I suggest modulating back to your original tonic to
recapitulate and close the piece.
[Modulation = 50 points]
• Your piece will need to be video recorded and posted to YouTube (posting privately is OK

at first) for a complete grade. Class colleagues of at least four singers need to rehearse then
perform the work on video. You may ask performers from outside of class to sing or
perform your work. Cell phone audio/video is acceptable. Suggestion: please use Adobe
Premiere Pro or any other video editing software to refine your video.
[Recording = 20 points]
• Extra credit: write short (100 words) introductory program notes or a two-minute video

introduction about your compositional process and the reason for choosing your particular
text or subject matter. Please be thorough. Provide significant context and explain the
meaning behind your work. Record and upload this as a separate file. [program notes/
video explaining your work and motivation = +10 points (one letter grade)]
• I will choose three (3) of the best projects for the Pandemic Pandemonium Promenade (this

is a limitation set by the College).
• This is your final composition project for this class regardless of the Inclusion Initiative.

Please follow this link for more details:
https://www.sjsu.edu/ha-in-action/apply/curricularcommunities/curricular-communitiestii.php

Grading Rubric

5
(highest score)
exemplary

4 proficient

3 marginal

2 needs
work

1
(lowest score)
poor,
unacceptable

Engraved score
using requested
musical features
(out of 80 points)

Congent and
inspired musical
ideas, all requested
musical features
present and music
evokes subject
matter in a
remarkable way
(80/80)

All requested
musical features are
present, but the
music has voice
leading errors, is
incomplete,
misspelled chords, or
lacking
considerable effort
(70/80)

Not musically
convincing and/or
one or two requested
features are missing
(60/80)

Not musically
convincing and/or
few requested
features (50/80)

Nothing handed in
or extremely poor
effort
(0-40/80)

Video performance
(out of 20 points)

Excellent, note
perfect and high
quality performance
with clear camera
angles (20/20)

Fine recording,
though quality is
not so great or is
full of mistakes,
under rehearsed,
etc. (15/20)

Recording is of poor
quality and under
rehearsed, bad
camera angles or
segments cut out, etc.
Editing errors.
(10/20)

Nothing submitted.
Poor audio/video
(0-5/20)
quality with low
sound quality and/
or volume. Edits are
poorly aligned.
Performance is full
of errors and is
clearly unrehearsed
(sightreading). (5/20)

Extra credit: Video
introduction or
program notes (out
of +10 points)

Brilliant, succinct,
yet in-depth intro
that is inspiring and
makes me
really want to hear
the music (10/10)

Good introduction
with a fair amount of
content regarding the
piece
that summarizes it
fairly well (7.5/10)

A matter of fact intro
about your piece that
mentions only one or
two ideas and
doesn’t really inspire
me to hear the music
(5/10)

A poorly crafted
introduction which
fails to mention any
in-depth details
about your music
making process and
does not inspire me
to hear the work
(2.5/10)

Nothing submitted
(0-2.5/10)

